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SUB J : UK-BRUNEI TALKS AND THE COMMITTEE OF 24 

1 . EMBOFFS DISCUSSED WITH SENIOR GOM MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OFFICIAL JUNE 20 THE CURRENT TALKS BETWEEN THE SULTAN OF BRUNEI 
AND THE UK REGARDING NEW TREATY ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE LATTER. 
OFFICIAL NOTED GOM'S SATISFACTION THAT TALKS HAD BEGUN AND SAID 
THAT THE GOM HOPED FOR A SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME THAT WOULD ASSURE 
STABILITY IN THE REGION. HE REITERATED THAT MALAYSIA HAD NO 
DESIGNES ON BRUNEI AND WISHED TO SEE IT FULLY INDEPENDENT AND 
A MEMBER OF ASEAN IF IT SO DESIRED. HE INDICATED THAT MALAYSIA 
ALSO WANTED TO SEE "SELF-DETERMINATION" IN BRUNEI, I.E., SOME 
ACT OR MEANS BY WHICH GREATER POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
GOVERNMENT THERE, OR AT LEAST POPULAR SELF-EXPRESSION, COULD BE 
DEMONSTRATED. 
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2. MFA OFFICIAL SAID THAT TO HELP MAINTAIN A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE 
FOR THE TALKS, THE GOM HAS AGREED TO SEEK POSTPONEMENT OF CON- 
SIDERATION OF THE BRUNEI QUESTION AT THE IMMINENT MEETING OF 
THE BRUNEI QUESTION AT THE IMMINENT MEETING OF THE UN COMMITTEE 
OF 24'S SUB-COMMITTEE IN NEW YORK. HE SAID BOTH THE AUSTRALIANS 
AND THE GOM SEPARATELY WOULD APPROACH CHAIRMAN SALIM TO THIS 
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EFFECT. HE BELIEVED THIS WOULD PUT OFF CONSIDERATION UNTIL 
AT LEAST AUGUST. WHEN THE FULL COMMITTEE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET. 

THE GOM WOULD TAKE ANOTHER READING THEN TO ASSESS THE OUTCOME 
OF THE TALKS AND TO DECIDE ITS FURTHER COURSE OF ACTION. 

3. COMMENT: THE GOM'S ACTION (WHICH THE BRITISH HERE HAVE ALSO 
INFORMED US ABOUT CONFIDENTIALLY) SHOULD HAVE A POSITIVE EFFECT 
ON THE TALKS AS AN EARNEST OF MALAYSIA'S PROCLAIMED BENIGN 
INTENTIONS TOWARD BRUNEI. THESE INTENTIONS WERE REPORTEDLY 
REINFORCED PRIVATELY BY PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN DURING HIS 
RECENT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SUHARTO. 

4. THE SULTAN AND HIS FATHER SIR OMAR ARE NEVERTHELESS STILL 
HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS OF THE MALAYSIANS AND ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE PER- 
SUADED TO THE CONTRARY YET BY THIS RELATIVELY SHORT-TERM MEASURE. 
THEIR SUSPICIONS WILL CERTAINLY NOT BE DIMINISHED IF THE MALAYSIANS 
PRESS TOO HARD WITH THE BRITISH (AND LATER AT THE UN) THAT THE 
TALKS MUST PROVIDE FOR A "SATISFACTORY" ACT OF "SELF-DETER- 
MINATION" AS WELL AS A REARRANGEMENT OF BRUNEI'S DEFNESE AND 
OTHER TIES WITH THE UK. MALAYSIAN OFFICIALS SPEAK OF THEIR 
FLEXIBILITY ON THIS SCORE, BUT THEY MAY FIND THEMSELVES STUCK 
WITH THE LANGUAGE OF THE UN RESOLUTIONS THEY HAVE SPONSORED 
WHICH CALL FOR THIS AND WHICH COULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THEM 

TO BACK DOWN MUCH. THE SULTAN AND SIR OMAR. OF COURSE, SEE IN 
THIS DEMAND A CLEAR CHALLENGE TO THEM AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO 
THEIR POLITICAL FOES WHO REMAIN MOSTLY ABROAD IN MALAYSIA AND 
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INDONESIA. THE BRITISH, AS USUAL, WOULD BE CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE. 

5. THE OPENING OF THE TALKS IS NEVERTHELESS A RELATIVELY 
MONUMENTAL STEP FORWARD IN ITSELF, CONSIDERING THE EXTREME 
RELUCTANCE HERETOFORE OF THE SULTAN AND SIR OMAR TO MOVE IN 
ANY DIRECTION AT ALL. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER INFORM- 
ATION LONDON CAN PROVIDE ON THE TALKS AS THEY (HOPEFULLY) 
PROGRESS. 

ROSENTHAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NONALIGNED NATIONS, MEMBERSHIP, COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KUALA06194 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780261-0910 

Format: TEL 

From: KUALA LUMPUR 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780626/aaaaawre.tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fb86a1 82-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2230193 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UK-BRUNEI TALKS AND THE COMMITTEE OF 24 
TAGS: PGOV, UK, BX, MY, C-24 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fb86a1 82-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



